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Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

1 . The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

2. Claims 1-11 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by 
Omokawa (EP 1 206 132A2). 

Regarding claim 1, Omokawa teaches a video signal playback unit, comprising: a 
record and playback section (see disk drive 12 in figure 1) for recording and playing 
back image data (paragraphs 0031 and 0046 (lines 52-58) where the prior art teaches 
recording and reading data to and from the disk 11); a skip operation section (see key 
input section 22, operation panel or remote control) for receiving skip playback 
instruction input resulting from user operation (see paragraph 0046-0047 where the 
prior art teaches one of the trick play mode is a skip section which is performed by the 
user of remote control); a calculating section (processor 16 in figure 1) for calculating, 
based on the skip playback instruction input being input from the skip operation section, 
a first time skipped a predetermined time from a playback time at the time of input (see 
figure 2 step 12 and step13 where it shows that If the answer for SI 2 is No the skip 
time, 27 seconds, is calculated, see also claim 2 lines 14-20 where the prior art cites 
skipping the reproduction of the image information by the reproduction processor for a 
first predetermined period), and a second time obtained by adding a predetermined time 
to the first time (see figure 2 from step 12-step 14 then step 16 where the prior art 
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shows skipping by furtlier 29 seconds, and see also claim 3 lines 45+, wiiere tlie prior 
art cites skipping the reproduction of the image further by a predetermined period); and 
an output section (display section 23 in figure 1) for outputting a first video signal for 
image data played back by the record and playback section (see figure 1 where it 
shows that image data from the recording and playing back section is outputted to the 
display section), the first video signal (signal that goes from step 12 to step 13)being 
corresponding to the first time calculated by the calculating section (see paragraph 0047 
where the prior art teaches when the picture information is being reproduced, it is 
monitored if the skip key is pressed or not (see step 12), so when the answer to step 12 
is NO, the commercial is skip for 27 seconds), and a second video signal for image data 
played back by the record and playback section, the second image data (the signal 
routing from step 12, then 14 then to 16) being corresponding to the second time 
calculated by the calculating section (when the answer to step 12 and step 14 is 'YES', 
the reproduced picture displayed, so therefore the commercial is skipped for 29 
seconds). 

Regarding claim 2, Omokawa discloses the calculating section calculates times a 
predetermined time before and after the first time (see paragraph 0054 where the prior 
art teaches 30 seconds is designated as a skip time and in the case the skip key is 
pressed twice 28+30 = 50seconds, three times, 58+30 = 88 seconds). 

Regarding claim 3, Omokawa discloses the output section outputs the first video 
signal made up of moving picture (see paragraph 0055 lines 44-52 where the prior art 
teaches with the first pressing the key, skip processing 28 seconds started immediately 
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and the commercial is sl<ippecl and pictures are outputted continuously, see also 
paragraph 0047), and outputs the second video signal made up of still picture (see step 
14 where the prior art shows the image are displayed and paragraph 0055 where the 
prior art teaches the user is interested on the displayed picture and watching the 
displayed picture as still for 1 seconds). 

Regarding claim 4, Omokawa discloses a selection operation section for 
receiving selection instruction input for selecting either of an output first video signal or 
an output second video signal output resulting from viewer operation (see figure 2 
where Omokawa shows selection of SI 3 and SI 4 is performed and if the viewer is 
interested watching the displayed picture SI 6 is outputted), and wherein when a 
selection instruction input for selecting either video signal is received from the selection 
operation section within a predetermined time from the first time, the output section 
outputs the selected video signal (see paragraph 0055 where the prior art teaches when 
the user instruction is delayed, due to watching the picture displayed at step 14 the, 
access operation postponed to one second ). 

Regarding claim 5, Omokawa discloses a selection instruction input for selecting 
either video signal is not received from the selection operation section within the 
predetermined time from the first time, the output section outputs only the first video 
signal (see figure 2, when the skip was not within three seconds, the first video signal is 
outputted after skipping the commercial for 27 seconds in step 13). 

Regarding claim 6, Omokawa discloses the calculating section calculates a 
second time a predetermined time before or after the first time (see paragraph 0054 
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lines 31-35 where the prior art teaches pressing the key three times leads the 
commercial to skip for 88 seconds, since the commercials are usually provided in a unit 
of 30 seconds). 

Regarding claims 7-9, the limitations of claims 7-9 can be found in claims 3-5 
respectively above. Therefore claims 7-9 are analyzed and rejected for the same 
reasons as discussed in claims 3-5. 

Regarding claim 10, Omokawa discloses when image data corresponding to the 
second skip time calculated by the calculating section is not recorded in the record and 
playback section, the output section does not output the second video signal. Claim the 
output section outputs recorded data (see paragraphs 0031 and 0051 where the prior 
art teaches reproducing recorded image data, see also paragraphs 0023-0024 where 
the prior art discloses sub-picture signal (referring to still picture) have a format suitable 
for recording). 

Method claim 1 1 is rejected for the same reason as discussed in claim 1 above. 
Conclusion 

3. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 

Okujima et al. (US PG PUB 2003/0072556) discloses calculating differences 
between a desired playback start time and a desired recorded video position. 

Koga et al. (US PG PUB 20070212030 Al) discloses determining a 
predetermined skip time and calculating a position. 
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4. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to HELEN SHIBRU whose telephone number is (571)272- 
7329. The examiner can normally be reached on M-F, 8:30AM-5PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, THAI Q. TRAN can be reached on (571) 272-7382. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (BBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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